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Campaigning to protect our rural county





[image: image1.jpg]

January 2024
District Chair – Role Description
CPRE fights for a better future for the countryside and our rural communities. 

Campaigning is carried out by county-based branches, which aim to influence decision making on a range of environmental and land-use issues, such as housing, transport, footpaths and water. 

At CPRE Oxfordshire we have an exciting opportunity for a District Chair to lead our Oxford City group and co-ordinate activities in this local area. 
Activities involve: 

· Organising (with Secretary) and chairing District Committee meetings. 

· Helping to maintain a strong local committee, with the right balance of people and skills to cover the geographical area and CPRE’s activities 

· Helping to work towards the right development in the right place, by enabling the group to monitor and respond as appropriate to planning applications in the area, keeping abreast of issues, and participating in any review of local planning policy. 

· Maintaining good communications between the District and CPRE Oxfordshire branch as a whole including representing the District on our county-wide Branch Executive Committee. * 

· Supporting volunteer and membership recruitment, such as arranging social events. 

· Being an advocate for the charity – representing CPRE at meetings, talking about our work to the public and to the media. 

· Encouraging support for positive campaign activities on issues such as rooftop renewables, access to the countryside and protection of the Green Belt.
· Maintaining relations with other conservation and community groups in the area and with the local authority. 

*CPRE Oxfordshire has five District committees – the Chair of each of these has an ex officio position on the Branch Executive Committee and is therefore invited to become a trustee of the organisation – please see the separate role description. 

What we need from you: 
You will be home-based, carrying out activities around your other commitments and attending occasional meetings, normally held via Zoom but could be in person if prefered.
You will have the opportunity to play a key role in a respected local environmental organisation, applying your skills and experience to make a real difference and becoming part of a friendly and passionate group. 

No particular knowledge or qualifications are required, as we are happy to provide training and support. However, ideally you will have at least some leadership and organisational 

experience, good ‘people’ skills, and an interest in/knowledge of environmental, countryside and/or planning issues. You will also need to be computer literate. 

As a guide, we anticipate this voluntary role will take a few hours per week and attendance at approximately one meeting per month. 

What’s in it for you? 
CPRE volunteers are motivated to help for a range of reasons, but normally they have a strong interest in protecting and enhancing the environment, as well as encouraging people to enjoy the countryside and all it has to offer. 

Benefits include: 

• A great opportunity to use your existing experience and to develop new skills 

• Working with others to make a difference both locally and nationally 

• The potential to meet and discuss issues with a wide range of like-minded people 

• Opportunities to attend local and national CPRE activities, events and workshops. 

The role is voluntary although, with prior agreement, we will pay out-of-pocket expenses, in line with our Volunteers Policy. 

Further information
To apply, please send a (covering) letter, ideally with a CV, to: administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk
Initial deadline for applications: 31 March 2024

(although we are happy to accept enquiries/applications on an ongoing basis)

For an informal discussion about the role please contact our Branch Director Helen Marshall 

E: director@cpreoxon.org.uk  T: 01491 612079 / M: 07791 376365. 

For more information about the work of CPRE Oxfordshire and other volunteering roles available, please contact the Branch Office on T: 01491 612079 or Email administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk
or visit our website: www.cpreoxon.org.uk
The English countryside is wonderful - help us look after it.
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