
Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form-- Part B 

DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT 

Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes 
explain what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are 
questions that we are expected to ask consultees. 

Part B 
Please use a new 
Part B for each point 
you are commenting 
on.  Attach all 
completed forms to 
Part A. 

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant 
paragraph or policy number) 

Paragraph Policies Map 

Policy Number Sustainability Appraisal

Q2. Do you consider that the document: 

(a) is legally compliant?

(b) is sound?

(c) complies with the duty to co-operate?

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate) 

(a) positively prepared? (c) effective?

(b) justified? (d) consistent with national policy?

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound, not legally compliant 
or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. If you do believe the document is sound, 
legally compliant, or complies with the duty to co-operate you may use the box to explain 
why. 

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No



Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally 
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance. 
(Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at 
examination.)  It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text 
in question. 

 Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

This is the end of the comment form 
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	Text20: The Local Plan fails to reflect the importance of the Oxford Green Belt to the spatial planning of Oxford.

In fact, unless you read the document very carefully, you might fail to appreciate that Oxford even has a Green Belt!  There is no specific Green Belt policy and the only glancing reference is within Para 4.8 which says (at the end) - "Where applications are proposed within green belt, these will be determined in accordance with national policy."   

This is a staggering downplaying of the importance of the Green Belt in guiding the spatial evolution of the City and protecting its historic character and setting.  

The current Oxford Local Plan 2036 has a Green Belt Policy (G3) and at least some minimal supporting text (paras 5.8 & 5.9) which recognise the Green Belt's contribution to protecting the City's historic character.

The Cambridge Local Plan 2018  (https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/local-plan-2018) also sets out much the same position but as a specific policy:
 Policy 4: The Cambridge Green Belt
The extent of the Cambridge Green Belt within the administrative area of Cambridge City Council is set out on the Policies Map. New development in the Green Belt will only be approved in line with Green Belt policy in the National Planning Policy Framework (2012).

It then expands this with supporting text including:
"2.51 The Green Belt preserves the unique setting and special character of the city and includes green corridors that penetrate deep into the urban and historic heart of Cambridge. It is a key component in providing for active and passive sport and recreation, for amenity and biodiversity. A significant proportion of the Cambridge Green Belt within the city’s boundaries is in agricultural use. The Green Belt is one of the key elements that contribute to the symbiotic relationship between high quality of life, place and economic success of Cambridge."

2.55 Both Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council are keen to see the Green Belt as a positive rather than a purely negative planning tool.

It also, Table 2.4 sets out the specific purposes of the Cambridge Green Belt as it relates to the City and its environs:
preserve the unique character of Cambridge as a compact, dynamic city with a thriving historic centre
• maintain and enhance the quality of its setting
• prevent communities in the environs of Cambridge from merging into one another and with the city

The Green Belt is a highly valued resource - the countryside on the doorstep for local residents - and this cavalier attitude to its existence is completely inappropriate and not in keeping with the NPPF Para 145 which states:
"Once Green Belts have been defined, local planning authorities should plan positively to enhance their beneficial use, such as looking for opportunities to provide access; to provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land."


	Text21: A clear policy approach to the Oxford Green Belt should be established, that sets out the national planning context but also identifies how this is interpreted in the local context.   This should be supported by a policy that sets out how the City Council will plan positively to enhance its beneficial use (as per NPPF Para 145), such as looking for opportunities to provide access; to provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land.


