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CPRE Oxfordshire Student Planning Ambassadors 2023-4  
 
CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) Oxfordshire is looking for four student planners to support our 
local volunteers in speaking up for the countryside and responding to development applications. 
 
This is a fantastic volunteering opportunity to add to your CV, offering hands on experience of engaging 
with the planning system at a grassroots level, as well as supporting the work of a respected countryside 
charity. 
 
Time commitment of approximately 1 day a month over the academic year.  All expenses paid. 
 
Background 
 
CPRE Oxfordshire works through a network of District Committees, mirroring Oxfordshire’s local 
authorities – Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West Oxfordshire.  The committees 
are made up of volunteers who lead our work in that area, helping others to access, enjoy, improve and 
protect the countryside.  As well as valuing the countryside in its own right, we believe it has a vital role to 
play in tackling our climate, nature and health emergencies. 
 
A key part of our District Committees’ work is to champion the countryside in local planning decisions.  
They monitor planning applications and, where development will impact the countryside and rural 
communities, they respond as appropriate – to object, comment or support.  
 
With a rising number of applications, all our committees would now welcome some additional support, 
especially from someone with a working knowledge of the planning system.  We are also keen to help 
planners of the future to understand what it feels like to engage with planning at this level and some of 
the challenges involved. 
 
About the role 
 
Each Student Planning Ambassador will be assigned to one of our four District Committees.  They will be 
expected to work, in liaison with the District Chair, to produce a CPRE response to at least three planning 
applications over the academic year.  This will involve a critical review of the information on the planning 
portal, assessment against CPRE policies, review of relevant national planning policy and local/ 
neighbourhood plans, and preparation of a draft response.  (See Appendix for examples) 
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It may also include: 
- Site visit 
- Liaison with local parish council and/or other community groups or individuals 
- Liaison with other relevant organisations e.g. environmental or heritage groups or statutory bodies 
- Making written or verbal representations to the Councils’ planning committee. 

 
In addition, we would expect all Student Planning Ambassadors to: 
- Attend an initial briefing and training workshop (approx. 4 hours, in-person – venue tbc) 
- Participate in a monthly catch up (by phone/Zoom) with the District Chair and/or CPRE’s Planning Co-

ordinator  
- Attend an end of year feedback session.  

 
     You would also be invited to attend District Committee meetings but these would be optional. 
 

We estimate the time commitment to be approximately one day a month over the academic year.  The 
role is initially for the academic year 2023-4 (although it may be possible to extend if both parties are 
willing). 
 
What we can offer 
 
A valuable addition to your CV and an opportunity to identify suitable dissertation topics 
A supported experience of learning about and engaging with the planning system at grassroots level 
A chance to put your knowledge and skills to use for the benefit of the countryside, contributing to 
tackling our climate, nature and health emergencies 
Flexibility for volunteering around academic commitments 
Expenses paid 
 
 
About you 
 
We are looking for Student Planning Ambassadors who have a working knowledge of the planning system 
but are keen to learn more.  You will need to be: 

- Reliable – turn up when you say you will and do what you say are going to do 
- Good at communicating – in writing and speaking 
- Able to get on with a wide mix of people  
- Well organised and able to meet deadlines 
- Able to be a positive ambassador for CPRE in the local community. 

 
You will need to have access to internet and computer facilities. 
 
For further information on CPRE Oxfordshire’s work see: www.cpreoxon.org.uk 
 

http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/
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Interested? Please send your CV & covering letter to:  
 
Helen Marshall, Director CPRE Oxfordshire 
E: director@cpreoxon.org.uk 
 
 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:    
 
MONDAY 30 OCTOBER 
 
CPRE Oxfordshire places high value on equality. We treat everyone with respect and consideration 
because we know it’s the right thing to do. We also know that diverse teams make much better decisions, 
are more creative and more stimulating to work in. So, if you join us, you will be able to help us put 
equality, the environment and diversity at the centre of everything we do. 
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Appendix 1 – Examples of CPRE Oxfordshire planning responses 
 
a) Housing - P22/S1381/O – housing turned down at appeal, Chalgrove – on the grounds of conflict with 

development plan, landscape and visual impact and loss of agricultural land 
 

 

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P22/S1381/O
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b) Green Belt / solar - Large-scale solar industrial unit in the Oxford Green Belt 
See: P22/S0960/FUL  
This application was refused on the grounds of harm to the Green Belt and being contrary to South 
Oxfordshire Local Plan policy DES9. 
 

 
  
 

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P22/S0960/FUL
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c) Light pollution – extension to club house (glazing), Caversham Golf Club 

P20/S1619/FUL 
Approved but with conditions requiring: 

- a full lighting scheme for any external lighting to be submitted in advance for approval  
- skylight units and glazing to be fitted with automatically closing blinds during hours of darkness. 

 
 
 

 

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P20/S1619/FUL
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